
The Tabernacle
With its furnishings, equipment, 

and the priestly garments



The Pattern

Ex 25:9

• 9 Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like 
the pattern I will show you. 
– NIV (see also Ex 25:40, 26:30, 27:8…)

Heb 8:5

• 5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow 
of what is in heaven. This is why Moses was warned 
when he was about to build the tabernacle: "See to it that 
you make everything according to the pattern shown you 
on the mountain." 
– NIV



The Tabernacle Overview

• Ex 25:1-9, offerings;

• 25:10-22, the Ark and its 
cover;

• 25:23-30, the Table and 
bread;

• 25:31-40, the 
Lampstand;

• 26:1-36, the Tabernacle

• 27:1-8, the Bronze Altar;

• 27:9-19, the Courtyard;

• 27:20-22, Lamp Oil;

• 28:1-5, Priestly 
garments, general;

• 28:6-14, the Ephod;

• 28:15-30; the Breast 
Plate

• 28:31-43, the Robe, 
Turban, Seal, Turban, 
Tunic, Sash, and 
undergarments;

• 30:1-10 the Golden 
Altar;

• 30:11-16, atonement 
money;

• 30:17-21, the Basin;

• 30:22-33, anointing oil;

• 30:34-38, Incense



Tabernacle Model in The Israeli 

Desert



Structure and Layers

Exodus 26:1 ten curtains of fine 

woven linen and blue, purple, 

and scarlet thread; with artistic 

designs of cherubim you shall 

weave them.

Exodus 26:7 curtains of goats’ 

hair, to be a tent over the 

tabernacle

Exodus 26:14 a covering of 

ram skins dyed red for the tent

Exodus 26:14 and a covering 

of … skins above that



Holy Place, and Veil



Bronze Altar for Sacrifices



Linen Fence on Bronze Posts with 

Sliver Hooks and Bands, 

Embroidered Gate



Consecration of The Priests

• Exodus 29:4-9 “And Aaron and his sons you shall bring to the 

door of the tabernacle of meeting, and you shall wash them 

with water. 5 Then you shall take the garments, put the tunic 

on Aaron, and the robe of the ephod, the ephod, and the 

breastplate, and gird him with the intricately woven band of 

the ephod. 6 You shall put the turban on his head, and put the 

holy crown on the turban. 7 And you shall take the anointing 

oil, pour it on his head, and anoint him. 8 Then you shall 

bring his sons and put tunics on them. 9 And you shall gird 

them with sashes, Aaron and his sons, and put the hats on 

them. The priesthood shall be theirs for a perpetual statute. 

So you shall consecrate Aaron and his sons.



The Great High Priest

• Hebrews 2:17-18 

– Therefore, in all things He had to be made like 

His brethren, that He might be a merciful and 

faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, 

to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 
18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being 

tempted, He is able to aid those who are 

tempted.



The Great High Priest

• Hebrews 4:14-16 

– Seeing then that we have a great High Priest 

who has passed through the heavens, Jesus 

the Son of God, let us hold fast our 

confession. 15 For we do not have a High 

Priest who cannot sympathize with our 

weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as 

we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore 

come boldly to the throne of grace, that we 

may obtain mercy and find grace to help in 

time of need.



The Great High Priest

• Hebrews 5:1-5 

– For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for 

men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and 

sacrifices for sins. 2 He can have compassion on those who are 

ignorant and going astray, since he himself is also subject to 

weakness. 3 Because of this he is required as for the people, so 

also for himself, to offer sacrifices for sins. 4 And no man takes 

this honor to himself, but he who is called by God, just as Aaron 

was. 
5 So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but 

it was He who said to Him:

“You are My Son,

Today I have begotten You.”





Exodus 28:1-5 “Now take Aaron your brother, and his sons 
with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may 
minister to Me as priest, Aaron and Aaron's sons: 
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 2 And you shall 
make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory 
and for beauty. 3 So you shall speak to all who are 
gifted artisans, whom I have filled with the spirit of 
wisdom, that they may make Aaron's garments, to 
consecrate him, that he may minister to Me as priest. 4

And these are the garments which they shall make: a 
breastplate, an ephod, a robe, a skillfully woven tunic, a 
turban, and a sash. So they shall make holy garments 
for Aaron your brother and his sons, that he may minister 
to Me as priest. 5 “They shall take the gold, blue, purple, 
and scarlet thread, and the fine linen…
– Gold, died wool, linen



Exodus 28:6-8 

and they shall make the ephod of 

gold, blue, purple, and scarlet 

thread, and fine woven linen, 

artistically worked. 7 It shall have two 

shoulder straps joined at its two 

edges, and so it shall be joined 

together. 8 And the intricately woven 

band of the ephod, which is on it, 

shall be of the same workmanship, 

made of gold, blue, purple, and 

scarlet thread, and fine woven linen.



Exodus 28:9-14 “Then you shall take two onyx stones and 

engrave on them the names of the sons of Israel: 10 six of their 

names on one stone and six names on the other stone, in order 

of their birth. 11 With the work of an engraver in stone, like the 

engravings of a signet, you shall engrave the two stones with 

the names of the sons of Israel. 
You shall set them in settings of gold. 12 And 

you shall put the two stones on the 

shoulders of the ephod as memorial stones 

for the sons of Israel. So Aaron shall bear 

their names before the Lord on his two 

shoulders as a memorial. 13 You shall also 

make settings of gold, 14 and you shall make 

two chains of pure gold like braided cords, 

and fasten the braided chains to the 

settings.



Exodus 28:15-17 “You shall make the breastplate of 

judgment. Artistically woven according to the 

workmanship of the ephod you shall make it:

of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet 

thread, and fine woven linen, you 

shall make it. 16 It shall be doubled 

into a square: a span shall be its 

length, and a span shall be its width. 
17 And you shall put settings of 

stones in it, four rows of stones:



Exodus 28:17-20 The first row shall be a sardius, a topaz, 

and an emerald; this shall be the first row; 18 the second row 

shall be a turquoise, a sapphire, and a diamond; 19 the third 

row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 20 and the fourth 

row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in gold 

settings.
Exodus 28:21 And the stones shall have 

the names of the sons of Israel, twelve 

according to their names, like the 

engravings of a signet, each one with its 

own name; they shall be according to the 

twelve tribes.



Exodus 28:22 “You shall make chains for the 

breastplate at the end, like braided cords of pure gold.

Exodus 28:28 They shall bind the 

breastplate by means of its rings to 

the rings of the ephod, using a blue 

cord, so that it is above the 

intricately woven band of the ephod, 

and so that the breastplate does not 

come loose from the ephod.



Exodus 28:29-30 “So Aaron shall bear the names of the 

sons of Israel on the breastplate of judgment over his 

heart, when he goes into the holy place, as a memorial 

before the Lord continually. 

30 And you shall put in the breastplate 

of judgment the Urim and the 

Thummim, and they shall be over 

Aaron's heart when he goes in before 

the Lord. So Aaron shall bear the 

judgment of the children of Israel 

over his heart before the Lord 

continually.



Exodus 28:31-35 31 “You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. 32 There 

shall be an opening for his head in the middle of it; it shall have a woven 

binding all around its opening, like the opening in a coat of mail, so that it does 

not tear. 33 And upon its hem you shall make pomegranates of blue, purple, and 

scarlet, all around its hem, and bells of gold between them all around: 34 a 

golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon the 

hem of the robe all around. 35 And it shall be upon Aaron when he ministers, 

and its sound will be heard when he goes into the holy place before the Lord 

and when he comes out, that he may not die.



“These pomegranates 

were actually hollow 

spheres of fabric in 

the shape of 

pomegranates. We 

find a debate in the 

Talmud and other holy 

books as to whether 

there were 36, 70, or 

72 pomegranates in 

all.”
www.templeinstitute.org/



Exodus 28:39 39 “You shall skillfully weave the tunic of fine 

linen thread, you shall make the turban of fine linen, and you 

shall make the sash of woven work.



Exodus 28:40 “For Aaron's sons you shall make tunics, and 

you shall make sashes for them. And you shall make hats for 

them, for glory and beauty.



Exodus 28:36-38 “You shall also make a plate of pure gold and 

engrave on it, like the engraving of a signet:

HOLINESS TO THE LORD.
37 And you shall put it on a blue cord, that it may be on the turban; it 

shall be on the front of the turban. 38 So it shall be on Aaron's 

forehead, that Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things which 

the children of Israel hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall always 

be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord.



Priestly Garments

Ex 28:42-43

42 "Make linen undergarments as a covering for the body, reaching from 

the waist to the thigh. 43 Aaron and his sons must wear them whenever 

they enter the Tent of Meeting or approach the altar to minister in the Holy 

Place, so that they will not incur guilt and die. (NIV)



The rope that wasn’t there
• You may have heard this story before. It has been said that that because 

the high priest could be killed by God in Holy of Holies if not properly 
prepared according to Divine instructions, a rope was routinely tied around 
his ankle. Then, if he dropped dead, his body could be dragged out. 
Various versions of this claim have been repeated in Christian and Jewish 
circles.

• As yet, we have not located the original source, but apparently it originated 
long after the last Jewish Temple was gone. The biblical and historical 
evidence indicates that there was no rope, at least not in any common 
use.

• Dr. W.E. Nunnally, a professor of Hebrew and early Judaism, has 
reported:  “The rope on the high priest legend is just that: a 
legend. It has obscure beginnings in the Middle Ages and 
keeps getting repeated. It cannot be found anywhere in the 
Bible, the Apocrypha, the Dead Sea Scrolls, Josephus, the 
Pseudepigrapha, the Talmud, Mishna, or any other Jewish 
source. It just is not there.”
– ChristianAnswers.net

http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/highpriest.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/temple.html
http://www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/anklerope.html#nunnally
http://www.christiananswers.net/dictionary/apocrypha.html


• Lev 16:2-5

• Tell your brother Aaron not to come 
whenever he chooses into the Most Holy 
Place behind the curtain in front of the 
atonement cover on the ark, or else he will 
die, because I appear in the cloud over the 
atonement cover. 

• 3 "This is how Aaron is to enter the 
sanctuary area: with a young bull for a sin 
offering and a ram for a burnt offering. 4 He 
is to put on the sacred linen tunic, with 
linen undergarments next to his body; he is 
to tie the linen sash around him and put on 
the linen turban. These are sacred 
garments; so he must bathe himself with 
water before he puts them on. 
– NIV



The Great High Priest

• Hebrews 7:26-27 

– For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who 

is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from 

sinners, and has become higher than the 

heavens; 27 who does not need daily, as those 

high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His 

own sins and then for the people's, for this He 

did once for all when He offered up Himself.



The Priests

• 1 Peter 2:9-10 

– But you are a chosen generation, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 

people, that you may proclaim the praises of 

Him who called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light; 10 who once were not a 

people but are now the people of God, who 

had not obtained mercy but now have 

obtained mercy.



The Garments

• Colossians 

– 3:12-15 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy 

and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, 

humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing 

with one another, and forgiving one another, if 

anyone has a complaint against another; even 

as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14

But above all these things put on love, which 

is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace 

of God rule in your hearts, to which also you 

were called in one body; and be thankful.



Hebrews 9:1-10 “This is an 

illustration for the present time…”


